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MEDIA RELEASE

2011 Airport Plan A Grab for Industrial Land

The 2011 preliminary draft master plan (pdmp) for Archerfield Airport which opened for public comment
from 15th December 2010 restates the long held goal of the landlord to turn most of Archerfield into a
lucrative industrial park. This was proposed in the last Master Plan in 2005 and vigorously rejected by the
previous Federal Government because it was against the community interest. The central issue here is the
proposal to realign the 04 / 22 runway complex to free up land required for aviation use to be used for
much more lucrative industrial factories.

Archerfield Airport Chamber of Commerce Incorporated (AACCI) which represents aviation users, pilots,
tenants, training and maintenance organisations as well as the local community has already expressed to
Archerfield Airport Corporation (AAC) at airport “consultation” meetings that there was no aviation
requirement for any runway changes at Archerfield. The Chamber rejects the proposed runway changes in
the 2011 pdmp.

AAC’s justification for the runway changes is based on their allegations that “the grass runways were not
available 27 percent of the time due to rain”. This is not correct.

Availability of the 04/22 runways is not a decision made by the Airport Control Tower, Airservices
Australia, The Civil Aviation Safety Authority or the Department of Transport. It is a decision solely
made by Archerfield Airport Corporation, a power which the AACCI believes it abuses.

Aircraft use of the 04/ 22 cross runways has been “withheld” by AAC over many years. Pilots have been
forced to land their aircraft on the main runway, in conditions of up to 10 knots of crosswind component
because of the actions of AAC even though 04/22 runways have been perfectly serviceable. This
necessarily reduces the use of these runways thereby distorting any statistics.

AAC’s other justification for grass runway re-alignment is “Soft Wet Surface” issues. Former Archerfield
Airport Managers have advised our Chamber that adequate and regular grading / clearing of drainage
channels was the strategy they used that kept the grass runways largely serviceable. Archerfield Airport
was however originally selected as an airport site in 1929 because it could be used in wet weather more
than any other locality.

The “Courier Mail” of 2" April 1931 reported “the area generally has a gentle slope to the Northwest,
thus lending itself to surface drainage, and subsoil examinations (by the Department of Defence) prior to
acquisition revealed a satisfactory medium for sub-soil drainage.” The Controller of Civil Aviation in
1934 stated he considered Archerfield aerodrome the best aerodrome in Australia". As of 25 January 1947
the all grass airfield “had been put out of action only twice in 17 years because of damage caused by
heavy rain to the landing field"".
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AAC also represent that realignment to a North South 01/ 19 runway would be better for wind direction.

The Bureau of Meteorology 35 year average annual wind Rose data for morning [9.00am] and afternoon
[3.00pm] however proves otherwise (refer attached). The wind rose shows that the existing 04/22 (NE /
SW) runways are correctly aligned with the wind rose data, not North South.

The airfield north of Boundary Road was compulsorily acquired by the Federal Government on 29"
October 1942 so that the airport could be used to its maximum advantage for Brisbane weather conditions.

In short the current runway directions were correctly determined years ago when the airport was
uncompromisingly administered by the Department of Defence and the Department of Civil Aviation.
They got it right.

In the Mid 1960’s the airfield also had a North / South Runway in addition to other runways, however the
aviation professional members of our Chamber who extensively used the airfield during that period
unequivocally advise that the North South runway was very infrequently used as wind directions favoured
the present runway directions.

The 2011 pdmp, directly prioritises industrial land development to the detriment of aviation activities and
development as it did the previous 2005- 2025 preliminary draft master plan.

This 2011 pdmp serves the financial interests of the landlord to the continuing detriment of aviation users,
the surrounding community and ultimately the Australia public by further ongoing diminishment of the
essential aviation infrastructure needed for the future growth of the SE Queensland region.

Further as Archerfield has an elevation of 19M (63 feet) compared to the Brisbane Airport of a mere 4M
(13 feet) Archerfield must be retained as the reserve airport for the city of Brisbane. Adequate capabilities
for emergencies require it to be maintained as a “code 3C” all weather instrument approach capable
airport (i.e. so it can continue to accommodate larger aircraft — e.g. Fokker F50’s, Mc Donnell Douglas
DC9-20’s, Embraer EMB 120, BAE 146’s, SAAB 340, etc )
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Rose of Wind direction versus Wind speed in km/h (01 Jan 1951 to 31 Mar 1986)
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An asterisk (*) indicates that calm is less than 0.5%.
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NEW AERODROME.

Developments at Archerfield.

With the progress of aviation

in Amstralis during reeend

yoars, the need for emlurging or providing an alermative sliz

ihe mlating asrodroms ai .ngle Farm became spparent,

[+

afler exhamstive lnvestigadlons covering an srea within s radins of
some (weive miles from Brishans. the Commonweallh Govern-
ment soguired for mevodrome purposes the mrea ab  Archerfield,

shimaied soeme 7' miles souilh of the

frem Ballsbury sialiom, em ithe Brishane-Kyogle raliway,

city, and slirhily over one mila
The land

wid scquirsd towsrds ithe end of 1529, pl & cosi of approximaiely

L1999, and comprises 67 ncres 1 rood 22 perches,

nearly thres

times that of Eagle Farmn,. Ruoms of net bess than 1300 yards are

rvaliable In all directions.

The ares erally has a gentle alope
to the mrmut. thus lending iteell
to surface r, And subsol] ex-
aminations i.lﬂ-l.lr o mequisition Ire=
vealed & satisfactory medium [or sub-
s0il drainage. The preparation of the
surface for landing pUrposes Was Com=y
wmenced 1n 1930, and AR area of ap-
proximately 153 ecres has now boen
pompleted for use by alreraft.  This
iz ample for machines now oper-
gting in Ausiraliz, and the extension
of the landing wrea wiil be carried out
from time to time as reguired.

“Tt 16 of inferasi to note that the
Department of Defence has planted
eouich A% on the lending area At
Archerfleld to ensure an cven mMAting
of grass which will be free from tufts”
said the Director of Civil Aviantion
iColinel H. ©. Brinsmead, OBE.,
BM.C.) inx the course of an interview. 4
motor tractor and mower {5 pro-
vided for permanent ase on the aero-
drome, and it 15 expected that good
Tesul will be obtpined when the
oouc aes gecures A flrm hold. When
reaﬂ',raf e air liners are used In
Queensland permanént TURWAYs MAY
have to ba constructed on the landing
area. It |5 problematle, however,
whether hard-surfaced runways ate In-
pvitabie, more particulariy ln view of
recenl (endencies in the north-east of
Australia, where relinnce 13 placed on
good, well-dralned turf surfuces to the
fxcluslon of prepared runways, Never-
theless, the possibllity of future per-
menent runways has been the basia
for the layout or design of the buiid-
Ing portlon of the &erodrome &l
Archeriteld, the position and direction
of =uch runway: being primarily de-
termined by prevailing wind directions,
while olher matters, such as nature
of approaches at end of runwayas,
drainage, and nature of ground, &c,
| have & bearing on this question of sit-
| ing of mnways.

| PROVISION FOR DEVELOPMENTS.
| “A layout of Archerfield asrodrome

| has  been by the De-
fence D ment, In which pro-
| wikion macle tar
| the anticlipated future development of

TR LY s Blacals = Tasmomesd T esscsaram s e *
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| the anticlpated future development of
Aviation, Buech 2 lavout. however, must
be elastic to enable it to meet develop-
ments which cannot be foreseen.
| building area, which is situated on the
easlern elde of Lhe arrodrome, wilh &
frontage to Beatty-road, allows ample
room for the erectlon of fmn.n;u.rx, work-
ghops, &c, whils a large centmally
situated public area, comprising some
B} acres, is provided, In which will b
sccommodated eventualiy such  bulld=
s a8 Administration offices, control
office and tower, meteorclogical and
wireless slatlons, ticket  offices, rest
rooms, restaurant, &c¢  Unfortunately
the existence of o &Small cemetery OB
the eastern boundary of the acrodrome
interferes with the development of this
portion of the aerodrome. Provision
nlso is made for car-parking areas, &c.
The department Tecoghnises the value
of the work performed by the Queens-
Iand Aero Club, and has agreed to lense
ta the club, &L & pe rental, AN
ared of about five ncres on the north
boundary for the purpose of erection
hy the club of a sultable slub house,
&c. The work st present on hand at
the aerodrome by the Department of
Defenice comprises the provision of cer-
taln services and facilities, which farm
part of the projected plan of develop-
ment. A portlon of the proposed cen-
tral publle area 13 to be fenced, and
roads of entrance and exit provided,
with necessary gates and culverts;
the existing Doundary fences Are be-
|lng put In arder, and the approaches
[ to the landing area are being tmproved
by the felling of timber bevond the
Iimits of the perodrome itself, The re-
moval of the Government hangar from
Eagle Farm now i3 bein carried
out. A compass Ewinging  base
will be conatructed on the asrodrome,
and conskderation 1s being glven to

jBuch maliers as tarmac paved aroas
in front of hangers, fuelling facilities
for alreraft, night lighling spparstus,

| e
IMPORTANT TERMINAL,

“The department hes already provid-
ed for Lthe exlension to the perooroms
[}

¥ alartris lHohit measaes and telasheooeas

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article21683934

The Brisbane Courier (QId. : 1864-1933), Thursday 2 April 1931, page 15
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ed for the exiension to the RETOOrOmS |
ot electric light, power, and t.el:phﬂrm,i
and Lhe exiension of the wateér ser- |
Yige s now been authorised, The !
provision of these secvices, ther |
with the other developmental works |
e progress at the aerodrome, lovolves |
i considerabie expenditure. The pro-
Vialon of electrie lightl required an ex- |
lension of the power line for about
13 miles, the Wlephone e bad Lo be |
[eutendml  lor B disiance of approxi-
miately 49 miles, and the water mawn
Toguired W e extended for approxi- |
mately 18 milies,  These Incilitles prel
bty provided by the Commonweaith |
LUovirnmént lo tie boundary of  the
serodrome, ad oare ayvailable for air-,
frali operators who estabilsh  thems
selves on the aerodrome, IR 5 [oped
Lhat the eivic authorities of Brisbans |
Wil oeallse the Importance and value
M the establishment by ihe Common-
weallth of sueh B spacious Berodrome
41 Archerlleld, and that the develop-
{ment of aviation at Archerfield will
{ bt assisted by the provision of  good
roads and means of transport to the
aerpdfome The development gf [he
lands surrounding the serodrome s
under the absolute control of the Bris-

bane City Council, and its  helpiul
to-goperalion has  besn syl ully
sought with & view to the preventicn
of erection of structures ln Lhe vicinliy

of the serodrome which wonld consti-
tute a source of danger to alrcrafl, The

Progress of  aviatlon in Australia,”
Calonel Brinsmead added, “glves ampls
Justificallon for the belief that Aroher-

1ield wili become w most importent and
busy terminal for slr transpoct, Bulkd-
ing prefas are aveilable &l the Bero-
drome for ease to alrcrafl operators
for the erection of hangars, &c. At
presenl Do charges for landing on Gov-
ernmout serodromes are made by the
depariment.”

Quesnsiand and Northern Territory
Aorial  Bervices, Ltd, heas already
erecited ab Archerfleld w new hangar
large enough to house any 'plane af
present o Austoalia,

It may be mentioned that the flrst
Intimation in Brisbane that the Com-
monwealth Covernment would teke
up the mrea came through Mr. T.

immo, MLA, al the end of July,
1928, Mo had been interesting him-
telf for some time In the establlsh-
ment of an aerodrome in the clee-
| torate of Oxley, and he received nd-
| vioe onp July 30 from the then Min-
Ister for Defrnoe (Schalor Sir T W,
Glasgow | that Pedaral Oabinet
had mpproved of a site st Rocklea,

ROADS TO THE AERODROME.

Tha City Couneil authoritlea paint
out thal.acerss; (o the new serodrome
ls obtalnable from cither the Ips-
wich or Beandesert roads. The most
convenilent roube s via Ipswich-road
to the Stable Creek hridge, from which
an unnamed road in falr order leads
o the aprcdrome. The nerodrome alao
can be reached from Ipswich-road via
Boundnary-road, which is in fair con-
dlition and s likely to be declpred a
maln road, as |t links the Ipswich and
Besudesert romds, The fact that the
aerodrome is served by Lthe Ipswich
and Beaudesert maln  roads should
mean that At timea of heavy teafflc
there will be less conpestion than hns
been  experienced  at  Eagle  Parm,
which ‘s acréssible by one road only.
The Inswich nnd Beaudesert moads

which !s acressible by one road only.
The Ipswich and Beaudesert poads,
af course, are in good order, having
B bltumen suriace, and the eouncil ex.
Pects that the other roads will be
found to be In a eondition eood enough
to serve he acredrome. but, i neces-
sary, they will he improved.  Bhould
Boundary-road he declared a maln
road 1t also wll he improved,
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“BEST AERODROME
IN AUSTRALIA”

Captain Johnston on
Archerfield

“T think Archerfield is unquestion-
ably the besl perodrome In Austraiia,'
said the Controller of Civil Aviation
{Captain F, C. Johnston gs he stepped
LIULL WS UCPRFUMENL'S SITAfge-|ooking
monospar monoplane after & fast trip
from Melbourne yesterday, “It i=s
certainly a pleasure Lo land here.” he
sdded, “and with evervthlng looking
s pleasant after the rafn 1t will mnke|
an idea] setiing for the Ilnavguration
of the Australin—FEngland nir mail ser-
viee next Monday.” |

Caplaln Johnston made the long
flight specially to witness the opening
of the serviee by the Duke of Glou-
cester on Monday,  Accompanied by
his wife. and with Flight-Lieutenant
D. Ross as pllot, he Jeft Melbourne
at 730 o'clock yesterday moming,
atriving at Sydney 4 hours 20 minutes
Iater.  After lunching there ‘he parly
procesded to Brisbane, which was
reached shortlv before 5 o'clock. The
actual flying time for the whols
Journey was 7 hours 40 minutes, which
aviation men regard as & record for
& lght machine. “It wes & maost
plemsant trip,” sald Captaln Johnston,
“although we ran into rain occasion-
:113r Ernm the other aide of Goul-
urn

Quite & large erowd gathered around
the monospar before it was wheeled
Inte the hangar. This machine 1is
the only one of its kind in Australia
and aleo the only machine in Aus-
tralln with a retractable under ecar-
riage. It has g top speed of slightly
more than 180 miles ap hour and a
erulsing speed of 120 miles

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article35621727
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